


The Gospel of Luke

o Written before 66 AD? Maybe arouhd 7
80 AD? o
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Themes In the Infancy
Narrative

e The Superiority of Jesus over John

e God’s Reversal of Nor[_n ctations

. Prophecy/ Fulflll /
~* Mary: Full of C
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Luke Chapter 1

e Dedication to Theophilus
 Birth of JBap foretold
* Annunciation
e Visitatic
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Dedication to Theophilus

e Could have been Luke’s patron ($) in _f
writing, so the Gospel was '
wider audience B

“many have und
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Verse 5

* "Herod” — the same Herod the great we ‘
encountered in Mt. Luke situation r.;- .
narrative within history o

* Zechariah — *"Yahweh
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o om a priestly
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Verses 6-/

* Righteous before God...but barren — The couple
is pictured as faithful to the mosaic law. They
are immersed in the world of the OT ser
as a bridge to the New /
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Zachariah and Elizabeth

« St. Bede said that these two represent the
priesthood and law of the OT Both were
good, but were unabl '

God or bring fort /
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sings of the
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Verse 8-10

* “While he was serving as priest... o
probably a once in a Ilfetlme nappenir :
each priest. /

* “Hour of incens
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done in the
olies. He
s the people.
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Verse 13 .

 “Do not be afraid” — reminisce__nt of of
OT encounters with Angels (£ :
15:1; Daniel in Daniel




Verse 15

« “No wine...” — The vows of a Nazarite
(See Samson as another exanm JoJ[

* “When either a man or av
special vow, the vow of

separate
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oon his
a dead body”




Verse 15

* “He shall be filled with the Holy Splrlt ev
from his mother’s worlr}l; >

» “Before | formed you in tr
you, and before



Verse 17

“Spirit and power of Elijah”

“Behold, | will send you E|Ijah the phe o-
the great and terrible day of
And he will turn the I )
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Verse 19 - Gabriel

“God Is mighty” | < g
 One of seven angels that mini ‘the

presence of God . -/
Revelation 8:2
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Verse 25 .
“...to take away my reproach amon_gf nen”
» “God has taken away my rept » '

(GeneS|s 30: 2
to JO ':




Verse 28

* “Hail” — or “rejoice!” The call to rejoice echoes OT
passages that address Daughter Zion.

e Some prophets refer to Mother Jerus m,
children will rejoice in the mess / >
has Chosen to dweII in their

* Mary is greeted sim
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- ' , O daughter of
salem! Lo, you
victorious is he,



Verse 28 - “Full of Grace” or
“Highly Favored One?”

* Translates the Greek perfect passive
participle kecharitomene.

» Perfect passive participles usually
translated in English like “Having seen the
dog, | didn’t open the door.”

 It's a verb (like “to bake,” used as an
adjective like “baked bread,” but
something done to the subject in the past:
“The bread, having been baked.”




Full of grace

* |In Greek, it also has the connotation of
somethmg that occurred in the past that has
continuing effects Iin the present. |

» Here, the verb is from charitoc
noun charis = grace
 “Full of gra
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Full of Grace

* So Mary’s favor before God Is not a result

of the angel’s visit or her concer: ionof
Christ, but a favor she had ad
with God. /

onsistent
about Mary’s
5 grace.
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Verse 33

* “the house of Jacob” — the kingdom of Israel

« 8" cen. BC northern tribes were scattered
among the Gentiles and 6th ) -
southern tribes were exilec

* The prc
' i _

e

0 Davidi
tribes

Cf. Is 11:12;

- Amos 9:9-12.
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Verse 34
* “How can this be since | have no B/ :
husband?” — literally “I do not know mar )
 This refers to Mary’s irai
/
her mar
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Verse 35

“Overshadow” — the same as the Greek
version of Ex. 40:35 to descri )
Yahweh “overshadow /
maklng nis dwe
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The Visitation; verse 41

e “leaped in her womb” — parallels Rebekah’s _
experience in Gen 25:22-23. g

+ Both Luke and Genesis use the ne Greek
'_"/
word (skirtao) to describe
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Jesus and John

 There are so many parallels in these births, our attentlon
should be drawn to their differences. ’

» John will be great before the Lord (15), but Jesus w i
great and Son of the Most Hig ;.r o ﬂ“

» John will prepare a} > (17
people (33t

[A

>0n of God (35).

t as a prophet (15),
e overshadowing of the

»

g ._-_-__




Verse 42

* Elizabeth “Exclaimed...”

* This precise verb is found only her
* Only five times in the Gr

- Every time it is used in

story C

s1ON.
lew Ark of the
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Verse 42

. “Blessed are you...” — Elizabeth blesses Mary with_t'hese
words once addressed to Jael (Judg 5: 24 27) and J a
(Jud 13:18)

 Both these women assassina a‘./,... ' op|
commanders with a mor WV

« Gen 3:15: “I will put
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Verse 43

* “mother of my Lord”

* In the iImmediate conts;f.t
refersto God o

C Ifn 43 :

U 'l C/ .

eotokos).



Verses 46-55 — The | v
Magnificat |

* Mars song of thanks and praise follows »
closely Hannah’s song. |n 1 Sam 10
when Hannah was fo a2

with Sam e /
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Mary: Ark of the New
Covenant

 The Ark was made of acacia wood
covered with gold. Within the A kwas
placed a golden jar hold ng the 1
Aaron’s rod which bt
tablets Of the co
A
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Cy seat
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The Ark

« After Moses died, Joshua led the people into the
Promised Land. Joshua established the Ark In

Shi

Phi

ano
Ark

oh where it stayed for over two hundred

years. Later the Israelites were fighting the

Istines and removed the Ark from the temple
carried it into battle. The Philistines stole the

. Eventually, they sent it back to Israel (1

Sam 5:1—6:12).

 The Ark had arrived in the hill country of Judea
and David arose and went to retrieve it and bring
It to Jerusalem.

e Read 1 Sam 6:1-12



Mary the Ark as Revealed in Mary’s Visit to

Elizabeth
Golden Box: Ark of  Mary: Ark of the New
the Old Covenant Covenant

Traveled to House of Traveled to house of
Obed-Edom In the hill Elizabeth and Zechariah

country of Judea (2 In the hill country of
Sam 6:1-11) Judea (Lk 1:39)
Dressed as a priest, John the Baptist of

David danced and leapt (priestly lineage leapt In
In front of the Ark (2 IS mother’s womb at

Sam 6:14) the approach of Mary
(1 k 1:41)



David asks “Who am |
that the Ark of my Lord
should come to me?” (2
Sam 6:9)

David was shouting In
the presence of the Ark
(2 Sam 6:15)

The Ark remained In
the house of Obed-
edom for three months
(2 Sam 6:11)

Elizabeth asks “Who
am | that the mother of
my Lord should come
to me?” (Lk 1:43)

Elizabeth “cried out” In
the presence of the
Mary (Lk 1:42)

Mary remained in the
house of Elizabeth for
three months (Lk 1:56)



The house of Obed- The word “blessed”
edom was blessed by  used three times and
the presence of the Ark surely the house was
(2 Sam 6:11) blessed by God (Lk
1:39-45)
The Ark returns to its ~ Mary returns home and
home and ends up In eventually ends up In
Jerusalem where God’s Jerusalem where she
presence and glory Is  |presents God enfleshed
revealed In the Temple fin the Temple (Lk 1:56;
(2 Sam 6:12; 1 Ki 8:9- 2:21-22)
11)




Mary as the Ark Revealed by the Items inside the Ark

Inside Ark of the Old Inside Mary, Ark of the
Covenant New Covenant

The stone tablets of the The body of Jesus Christ—
Law—the word of God the word of God In the
Inscribed on stone flesh.

The urn filled with manna The womb containing Jesus,
from the wilderness—the the bread of life come
miraculous bread come down from heaven (Jn
down from heaven. 6:41)

The rod of Aaron which The actual and eternal High
budded to prove and Priest

defend the true High Priest



So what?

« God was very careful about every detail of the
Ark (Ex 25-30). God wanted a place to dwell (Ex
25:8). God made it very clear that the word c

God inscribed on stone shc

perfect container

@

ea Very
y and only
] of God in flesh
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Verses 68-70 - The
Benedictus

e Song of praise for God’s faithfulness and aII he
has done in salvation hlstory

 The climax of God’s pla ’
comlng fulfl Is Goc

o
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andants
1e liberation iIs
nination of sin
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Verse 68
» “Blessed be...” — follows the patternz_(_)? |
Jewish blessmg pray)}b akah) <

e An |n|t|al statem 9
there.



Verse 69 and 73

« Literally “raised a horn for our salvation”

 Horn means here a symbol of power like a
scepter like In the Gre ' >salr |
17:3 | <

.
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Verse /3

e “Dawning from on high” — tough to
translate a dense poetJ pr re

 From on hlgh —f om '
» Dawn h:
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Verse 79
e “Those sitting in darkness and the sha o\
of death” -- | ¢

* Almost straight from r, C
Psalm 106
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